2023 Ethical Torch Essay Winner SAN DIEGO

Panlo
Mora

Chula Vista Learning Community
Charter High School

Ethics plays a crucial role in shaping the character and
decision-making of individuals, even at a young age.
As a high school student, | encountered a significant
ethical issue that challenged my beliefs and taught
me valuable lessons about integrity and responsibility.
This essay delves into the ethical dilemma | faced
during high school, how | handled it, and the insights
it provided about the importance of ethics in both
students’ lives and my own.

During my sophomore year, our school organized

a charity fundraiser to support a local orphanage.

The event was intended to be a fun-filled day with
various activities, and the funds raised would provide
essential resources to the children in need. However, as
| volunteered for the planning committee, | discovered
that some members were tempted to embezzle a
portion of the funds for personal gain. This revelation
placed me in a difficult ethical situation where | had
to choose between confronting my peers about their
dishonest intentions or turning a blind eye to maintain
harmony within the group.

As the ethical dilemma unfolded, | observed a range

of responses from my fellow students. Some seemed
swayed by the allure of easy money, rationalizing that a
small portion would not harm the overall cause. Others,
like me, felt a sense of moral responsibility to uphold
the purpose of the charity event and act with integrity.
The experience demonstrated that ethical choices are
not always clear-cut, and the values we cultivate in our
formative years significantly influence our decision-
making.

Confronting my peers about their dishonest intentions
was daunting, as it risked damaging relationships
within the group. Nonetheless, | chose to address the
issue assertively yet compassionately. | organized a
meeting with the committee members and expressed
my concerns about the consequences of their proposed
actions. | reminded them of the purpose of the charity

event and the impact it could have on the children in
need. While met with resistance initially, the group
eventually acknowledged the importance of staying
true to the cause.

Navigating this ethical dilemma taught me several
essential lessons about ethics and its significance in our
lives: Courage and Integrity: | realized the importance
of standing up for what is right, even in challenging
situations. Upholding integrity required courage

and determination to remain steadfast in my beliefs.
Teamwork and Communication: The ethical issue
demanded effective communication and teamwork to
address conflicting interests constructively. Engaging in
open dialogue fostered a better understanding of each
other’s perspectives. Encountering and resolving the
ethical dilemma during high school provided profound
insights into the significance of ethics in shaping
individuals’ characters and decisions. Witnessing the
range of responses from my peers emphasized the
importance of ethics education in schools. Nurturing
ethical values among students empowers them to make
responsible choices and fosters a more compassionate
and just society. The experience not only enriched

my understanding of ethics but also contributed to

my personal growth, reinforcing the value of integrity,
teamwork, and responsibility in all aspects of life.
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